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Global trade fair inaugurated

KOLKATA: The 19th edition of India International Trade
fair was inaugurated in the city on Thursday.

It is the first mega fair that has been inaugurated during
COVID-19 pandemic. It is being organised by the Bengal
Chamber and GS Marketing.

The fair has participants from Ghana, Lebanon, Afghani-
stan, Pakistan, Iran, Thailand, Bangladesh and Nepal. Sell-
ers from across the globe are showcasing different items,
including leather products, dry fruits, silver jewellery, pro-
cessed and dry food products, furniture, lifestyle products,
fitness and health accessories, kitchen and chimney prod-
ucts, among other items.

The fair was inaugurated by maintaining strict COVID-
19 protocol. The visitors have to maintain physical distance
and wear masks. Sanitisation tunnels have been installed at
the venue. As many as 150 paddle sanitisers have been placed
at important locations.
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IIMTF set to boost small and

medium enterprises in
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(From left to right) Prakash Shah, Chairman, GS Marketing, Deb A Mukherjee, President,
BCC&I, Suparna D Gupta, CEO, GS Marketing and Gagan Sachdev, Chairman, Bodyline

Sports at the press conference, Thursday.
SARNAVO DAS

Amidst the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
and the lurking threat of its new strain, the
World is trying to strike a “new balance”

Photo: Abhijit Mondal

and “revive” the global economy as
a whole. In this context, the eventful
inauguration of the 19th edition of India
Intemational Mega Trade Fair (IIMTF)
was a way forward in this direction of
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‘new normal’

new normal. Deb A Mukherjee, President,
BCC&I said: “The Bengal Chamber
as part of its inclusive approach gives
equal focus to business and community
in value creation and the 19th IIMTF
promoted by BCC&I and delivered by
GS Marketing is a worthwhile initiative
in that direction where there is ‘something
for everybody’. And what is noteworthy is
that, despite Covid challenges, we could
put together this year’s trade fair which
should hopefully help small and medium
enterprises and  generate  consumer
demand and confidence.”Prakash Shah,
Chairman, GS Marketing, on the other
hand mentioned, “However, given the
global pandemic, we have been extremely
careful while undertaking the fair, and are
adhering to all Government protocols like
maintaining social distancing, insisting on
masks for all, taking adequate sanitization
measures  like creating  sanitization
tunnels, making adequate provisions
for paddle sanitizers (150) placed at
convenient locations, etc.

Contd. on P-2

IIMTF set to boost small and...

Contd. from page -1

Moreover, we are taking adequate
measures so that there is a restricted
number of guests and visitors who
would be allowed inside the tents at all
times as per Government orders.”

Bengal Chamber (BCC&i) and GS
Marketing maintain that they appreci-
ate and understand the importance of
trade fairs and exhibitions in the eco-
nomic development of the country. As
a part of their vision for the economic
development of West Bengal, The
Chamber fully appreciates and under-
stands the importance of these events
that improve “business to business”
and “business to consumer synergies”.

Undoubtedly, these fairs provide an
ideal launch pad for the exhibitors to
showcase their products and services.
Among other benefits, these fairs pro-
vide the business houses and business-
men a face to face meeting opportu-
nity, which is seen as a perfect cost
effective, means for achieving trade
objectives.

In spite of global pandemic and ob-
vious constraints and difficulties aris-
ing out of COVID-19, IIMTF, Kolka-

ta’s favourite fair is having exhibitors
from across India and abroad like Gha-
na, Lebanon, Afghanisthan, Pakistan,
Iran, Thailand, Bangladesh, Nepal and
Tunisia who have come together in this
platform on Thursday not only to ex-
hibit their products but to network, en-
gage and to ultimately grow economic
values for the state and the country.

Sources also inform as a leading
industry body, The Bengal Chamber
strongly believes that successfully or-
ganising the 19th edition of the [IMTF
in these COVID times will go a long
way in instilling business confidence
in the minds of buyers and sellers from
different parts of the globe.

“While last year we had about 1200
stalls, this year, keeping in mind the
safety protocols in place, we have been
compelled to reduce the number of
participants to around 380 stalls. Sell-
ers from across the globe are present
amidst us with products like dry fruits,
silver jewellery, processed as well as
dry food products, leather products,
handicraft products, garments, textile
products, furniture, artifacts, lifestyle
products, fitness and health accesso-

ries, kitchen and chimney products,
etc”, says an official.

Organizers firmly believe that the
successful completion of the fair this
year will help renew business confi-
dence in the minds of the buyers and
sellers that hitherto witnessed a chal-
lenging time in 2020. Here, the fes-
tive spirit of Christmas and New Year
would further attract more visitors who
look for some ‘change’.

Keeping in mind the challenge of
Covid-19 pandemic, the number of
stalls has been kept at 380 where inter-
national participants have installed 105
stalls. Worth mentioning here that this
is the 221st exhibition of G S Market-
ing Associates. Organizers have en-
sured that Covid norms are being fol-
lowed strictly and they have arranged
all necessary measures like hand sani-
tizing paddle pumps, social distancing,
distributing free masks with tickets etc.
to generate business without compro-
mising on the safety and security of
people visiting these numerous stalls.
Thus, the Science City Ground till Jan-
vary 3, 2021 would continue to buzz
with the positive vibes of IIMTF.
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Video Link: https://www.facebook.com/TheBengalChamber/videos/434203374414779
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